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PERJETA® (PERTUZUMAB) 

 
COVERAGE RATIONALE 

 
Perjeta (pertuzumab) for IV infusion is FDA indicated for: 
 
• Use in combination with trastuzumab and docetaxel for treatment of patients with HER2-positive metastatic breast 

cancer (MBC) who have not received prior anti-HER2 therapy or chemotherapy for metastatic disease. 
• Use in combination with trastuzumab and chemotherapy as: 

o neoadjuvant treatment of patients with HER2-positive, locally advanced, inflammatory, or early-stage breast 
cancer (either greater than 2 cm in diameter or node positive) as part of a complete treatment regimen for early 
breast cancer. 

o adjuvant treatment of patients with HER2-positive early breast cancer at high risk of recurrence. 

 

APPLICABLE CODES 
 

Coverage of this medication is available under the member’s medical benefit via the buy-and-bill process 
for provider-administered drugs. The following list(s) of procedure codes is provided for reference purposes only 

and may not be all inclusive. The inclusion of a code does not imply any right to reimbursement or guarantee claim 
payment. 
 

HCPCS Code Description 

J9306  Injection, pertuzumab, 1 mg 

CPT Administration Codes Description 

96413  Chemotherapy administration, intravenous infusion technique; up to 1 
hour, single or initial substance/drug 

96415 

 

Chemotherapy administration, intravenous infusion technique; each 

additional hour (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

96417 

 

Chemotherapy administration, intravenous infusion technique; each 

additional sequential infusion (different substance/drug), up to 1 hour (List 
separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

 
  BACKGROUND 
 
Pertuzumab is a recombinant humanized monoclonal antibody that targets the extracellular dimerization domain 
(Subdomain II) of the human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 protein (HER2) and, thereby, blocks ligand-
dependent heterodimerization of HER2 with other HER family members, including EGFR, HER3, and HER4. As a result, 
pertuzumab inhibits ligand-initiated intracellular signaling through two major signal pathways, mitogen-activated 
protein (MAP) kinase, and phosphoinositide 3-kinase (PI3K). Inhibition of these signaling pathways can result in cell 
growth arrest and apoptosis, respectively. In addition, pertuzumab mediates antibody-dependent cell-mediated 
cytotoxicity (ADCC). While pertuzumab alone inhibited the proliferation of human tumor cells, the combination of 
pertuzumab and trastuzumab augmented anti-tumor activity in HER2-overexpressing xenograft models. 
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